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A RESEARCH ON THE STREET PAI'LOU ARCHWAYS OF
INWARD CITY IN PEKING FROM 1912-1937

ABSTRACT

This thesis investigates the Sreet Pai’lou Archways in Peking from 1912 to 1937. Pai’lou, as
architecture communities, has always been in the marginal position in the research of city culture.
What’s more, architects see it as their subjects. So this thesis strives to probe Pai’lou from historical
angle, including the development of Pai’lou, the various attitudes of different people towards Pai’lou,

and the changes of Pai’lou’s functions during transition period.

This thesis includes four parts. The first part generalizes all kinds of Pai’lou around
Beijing ,which comprises geography. number. shape and the widely use of Cai Pai’lou. The second part
elaborately reappears the historical characteristics and development of Sreet Pai’lou Archways in
Peking. The third part probes the process of Pai’lou from dismantling to rebuilding , by which we can
survey people’s views around Pai’lou. The government wants to demolish them so as to improve traffic
and the bus company wants to do business as soon as possible. But most people believe that the Sreet
Pai’lou Archways are historical heritages which should be protected. The media and scholars rebuke
the government intensely and denounce the government should take responsibility to preserve the
Sreet Pai’lou Archways. What’s more, many businessmen around Pai’lou give their disappointment
about this matter. All of these opinions embody two things: the first is that people take Pai’lou as
heritages and cherish its history values; the second is that it empress the progress of people’s
democratic concepts. People want to take part in the national. social and community affairs. The
fourth part analysis the social function transitions of Pai’lou during this special period. Its values of
memorizing and compliment have disappeared day by day, but that of history, art and appreciation

have been upgraded.

KEY WORDS: the republic of China, Peking, Street Pai’lou, transition
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